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iron or steel, Bais or measuring cups of a pretty though stereotyped pattern are made on a limited scale by Thatheris and Jadapetias (braziers). Mochis and Chamars carry on a fairly extensive industry in tanning leather and making shoes; Doms, Haris, and Santals cure skins for exportation; Mahlis make baskets, bamboo mats, and screens; Tatwas and Jolahas weave coarse cotton cloths; and Kumhars make tiles, pots, and pans. The manufacture of ghl^ oil (mahud, sarguja, and mustard), and gur or coarse sugar is carried on as a domestic industry. Tasar cocoons are grown throughout the District, and spinning and weaving are also carried on. The lac insect is reared on falds trees on a fairly large scale; a Marwari at Dumka manufactures about 700 maunds of shellac per annum for export, and there are other factories in the neighbourhood of Dumka and at Pakaur, while lacquered bangles are manufactured at Nunihat and a few other places. Village carpenters are numerous, and wood-carving is carried on to a very small extent. Silver and pewter ornaments are also made. Indigo was till recently manufactured in a few European and native factories, but the industry is now extinct. Brick-making on European methods has been carried on at Maharajpur for the last few years.
The chief imports are rice, gunny-bags, raw cotton, sugar refined and unrefined, molasses, European and Bombay piece-goods, salt, kerosene oil, coal and coke. The chief exports are food-grains, linseed and mustard seed, sabai grass, road-metal, hides, raw fibres, and tobacco. Trade is carried on at markets, and is almost exclusively in the hands of traders from Bihar and Marwari merchants. The principal entrepot is Sahibganj. About 200,000 maunds of sabai grass are exported to the paper-mills near Calcutta, the approximate value of the export being 4 lakhs. Road-metal is exported chiefly to Calcutta, Hooghly, and Burdwan. The trade in hides is chiefly carried on in the headquarters and Pakaur subdivisions.
The District is traversed on the east by the loop-line and on the west by the chord-line of the East Indian Railway. The Gmdih branch leaves the chord-line at Madhupur within the District, and there is also a short branch connecting Rajmahal on the Ganges with the loop-line. A small branch line from Baidyanath junction to Deogarh is worked by a private company. The construction of a line from Bhagalpur to Hansdiha by a private syndicate was sanctioned, but the concession lapsed before the necessary capital was raised. There are also projects for the construction of lines from Bhagalpur to Deogarh, from Ahmadpur to Baidyanath, and from Mangalpur via Suri to Dumka. The District possesses good roads by which its produce is carted to the railway; 848^ miles being maintained by the District road committee, in addition to village roads and roads in Government estates. The chief roads are the Bhagalpur-Suri road passing through